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AREAS OF CONFLICT BETWEEN CHRISTIANITY AND SCIENCE IN KENYA AND 

WAYS THEY CAN BE RESOLVED 

Though science and religion correspond on some issues, each puts forth differing beliefs on the s

ame issue. These differences arise because the two are distinct disciplines with different foundati

ons: Religious beliefs are based on faith and any compromise with the beliefs of science would r

equire them to relinquish their own religious beliefs (Doumit, 2012).  Scientific beliefs are gener

ally based on observation and any compromise would require a scientist to relinquish their proof. 

There was a conflict between science and religion in ancient Babylon on lunar eclipses but astron

omers later discovered that the eclipses had natural cause. There was also a conflict between Gali

leo (1564-1642) and the Roman Catholic Church, over the movements within the solar system. G

alileo was tried by an inquiry, condemned as a heretic, and spent the rest of his life in house arres

t (Robinson, 2012). 

Conservative Christians who interpret the Bible literally teach that God created the earth in six 

days. But Cosmologists assert that the universe is about 13.7 billion years old and that the earth 

coalesced about 4.5 billion years ago (Doumit, 2012). There are also various conflicts over 

sexual orientation and gender identity  bringing debates such as homosexuality and lesbianism. 

For instance, Kenyan evangelical pastors wrote an open letter asking president Obama not to talk 

about the gay agenda during his visit to Kenya. The group leader Bishop Mark Kariuki said that 

Obama should leave "the gay talk" in America (Daily Nation, 2015). 

 Euthanasia which is giving a terminally sick person a painless death has also caused a conflict 

(Gichanga, Kerre & Mwaura, 2015). Christians claim that it breaks one of the Ten 

Commandments that states “do not kill. “(Exodus 20:13) they also argue that life is sacred 

(Genesis 2:7). This conflict can be resolved by both the Christians and the scientists to looking 

for a middle ground. Scientists should not quickly kill someone just because they or their 

relatives have asked for it but should explore all avenues to save that life and do euthanasia as 

the last option. Christians should not condemn euthanasia in wholesale manner but needs to 

consider each case on merit .They should apply situational ethics and allow euthanasia on the 

deserving cases. 

Blood transfusion is the process of injecting into blood stream of a patient through veins to 

restore blood lost through accidents, operations or illness. Whereas this is a major breakthrough 

http://www.religioustolerance.org/homosexu.htm
http://www.religioustolerance.org/transsexu.htm
kvonh@outlook.com
Typewritten text
David Ndung'u MbuguaMount Kenya UniversityPhD in Religious Studies



 
 

2 
 

in science, Christians have different views about it. Some feel that it is wrong to take blood from 

a healthy person and give to another (Gichanga, Kerre & Mwaura, 2015).They equate it to eating 

of blood which is condemned in the Bible (Leviticus 17:10). For example Mukuria (2016) notes 

that there are cultural and religious stereotypes associated with blood transfusion in Kenya. 

However, other Christians accept blood transfusion as a way of saving lives. The best way of 

resolving this conflict is for Christians understand to that God has given human beings 

intelligence and ability to make right decisions and choices. Any scientific advancement that 

helps to overcome disease and save lives should be embraced and seen as a way of subduing and 

conquering the earth (Genesis 1:28).  

Organ Transplant is the removal and replacing of an organ from a donor who can either be a 

living person or a recently deceased person. Some Christians object organ transplant because 

they equate it to transferring life from one person to another (Robinson, 2012). Some Kenyan Ch

ristians argue that God gave them organs to be useful only to them but not to another person and 

that they should hand back their bodies to God without any alteration. They are also against 

organ transplant from animals because it undermines human dignity and that it also transfers 

diseases from animals to human beings. Some Christians support it arguing that God did it in 

Genesis 2:21-23. Bishop Mark Kariuki of Deliverance Church suggested that children should be 

taught the importance of donating body parts early (Daily Nation, 2015). The way to resolve this 

conflict is for Christians to view organ transplant as another way of expressing love and concern 

to the suffering as taught by Jesus and is also part of human beings continuing with the creation 

work of God. With this understanding on the part of the Christians, then there will be no conflict 

with science. 

Genetic engineering is the change made to hereditary features by deliberately altering the 

structure or position of individual genes (Gichanga, Kerre & Mwaura, 2015). Besides the 

benefits, Genetic engineering can also introduce cancer causing genes into a common infectious 

organism. Although Christians support genetic engineering because of its benefits to human 

beings, it has brought about some conflicts because of some of its aspects such as cloning and 

test-tube babies. Their argument is that God is the source of all life and that any attempt to 

change or modify what God has created is challenging God’s Creative work. The suggestion that 

is given to resolve this conflict is for scientists to be extra-cautious to make sure that they do not 

cause harm to human beings while applying genetic engineering knowledge. Christians should 

also not condemn Genetic engineering as a whole sale but should consider each case on merit so 
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that genetic engineering should be used where it will benefit human beings.  

Plastic surgery is repairing or improving of damaged, diseased, or unsatisfactory shaped parts of 

the body with pieces of skin or bone taken from other parts of the body (Gichanga, Kerre & Mwa

ura, 2015). Christians support the practice of plastic surgery especially where it helps to restore 

people to wholeness because it is a continuation of Jesus’ healing ministry (Matthew 12: 10-13). 

Some Kenyan Christians are against it when done to alter physical appearance to look younger 

(Owondo & Muiru, 2006) and argue that cosmetic surgery morally wrong because God created 

human beings wonderfully and they should be satisfied with the way they look. Christians should 

accept that God has given human beings an ability to make decisions and choices and thus let 

individuals to choose how they should look as provided they are not breaking God’s law. 

Attempts by human beings to increase production from land and waters through science and 

technology have resulted to the destruction of God given environment such as pollution, 

desertification and deforestation (Owondo & Muiru, 2006).  This has brought about a conflict 

with the Christianity because Christians have been commanded by God to take care of the God-

given environment. (Genesis 1, 2). This conflict can be resolved by working for an understanding 

between Christians and those involved in production from land and water such that they will be 

made to understand that they are all stewards of God’s creation and therefore all should utilize 

the God-created resources carefully. 

Although there are conflicts between science and religion, both can have positive impact on each 

other. These conflicts between science and Christianity can be removed by viewing them as separ

ate endeavours, with different purposes, methods and bodies of knowledge (Robinson, 2012). So

metimes, debates should be settled by a conscious decision to tolerate each other's beliefs. There 

is no simple way to resolve these conflicts. 
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