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Topic: Citing relevant examples, discuss areas of conflict between Christianity and science 

in Kenya and ways they can be resolved 

Christianity and science are certainly some of the sultriest topics that have for centuries spawned 

much heat and continue to rattle today’s elite often with unparalleled enormity of overtones. To 

some, Christianity and science are unrepentantly irreconcilable polar opposites of each other that 

attempting to merge them borders on committing a sacrilege of unforgivable magnitude. To 

others, Christianity and science are two reciprocally beneficial principles which together form an 

impeccable union for better comprehension of the universe and operationalization of God’s 

original plan of enjoining man in His creative activity. Science nonetheless, generally entails a 

study of the natural world through observation and experiment and hence in science, everything 

stands or falls on the altar of tests, either in the laboratory or on the field. Essayist Thomas Henry 

Huxley for instance asserted that; 

The man of science has learned to believe in justification, not by faith, but by verification.” 

As underscored in the Smithsonian national museum of natural history’s article on ‘What does it 

mean to be human? Science, Religion, Evolution and Creationism’ for instance, although science 

does not provide proofs, it does however offer theories which largely are devices that help 

explain some aspects of nature but whose only claim to authority and authenticity is that they 

have been well tested over time and supported by repeated observations. In science therefore, 

theories are significant milestones that help to understand and explain the natural world. 

Christianity on the other hand is a religion based on the sound doctrines of Jesus Christ upon 

whom all the tenets of the bible- old and new testament- converge. The biblical teachings for 

Christians therefore form an absolute anchor of truth and conviction handed down by God 

Himself through divine inspiration and revelation thus rendering the bible, the single most sacred 

and enormously cherished literature in Christianity. Whatsoever the bible impugns therefore, 

stands uncompromisingly condemned and detested in Christianity. Within Christianity itself 

however are numerous denominations and organizations that are in mostly lethal rivalry with 

each other. Kenya for instance prides itself as being an 80% Christian nation while within it are 

countless Christian orientations each with diverse and often conflicting views about certain 

central Christian truths that often times degenerate into insalubrious wrangles and negative 

competition. Such was the thinking that informed the crafters of the Kenyan constitution to 
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cleverly declare the freedom of religion, worship, conscience and opinion for all Kenyans. This 

in turn has led to mushrooming of many more Christian and pseudo Christian organizations 

adding to the religious quagmire in the country. By and large, not only is Christianity in Kenya 

locked up in vicious superiority battles within itself, but is also eternally embroiled in a mostly 

noxious and antagonistic contest with science with traumatic effects on the common person.  

Science for instance assumes that things happen because of natural causes and hence man is in 

total subjection to nature while Christianity is fundamentally based on faith in the one true God 

who controls and affects nature according to His divine will and purpose. Christianity therefore 

mostly opposes many scientific world views deeming them as profanities that at most, are fatally 

injurious to God’s original plan and view of man and the universe as a whole. In a rejoinder, 

science continues to stubbornly discredit matters of religion, the soul and belief in the existence 

of God and those who do, perceive God as uninterested and does not meddle in the operations of 

the universe. Science for instance regards religion as a mere fantasy or mundane phenomenon 

with imaginary impact on man’s life and thus dismisses faith as irrational thinking and an 

attempt by man to escape responsibility and reality. Notwithstanding their glaring differences 

however, Christianity and science have mostly been expected to complement each other as in the 

case of the shroud of Turin- the supposed burial cloth of Jesus Christ which purportedly retained 

His image after the resurrection. Whereas many Christians have had no qualms accepting and 

hallowing the shroud as a sacred fabric and the image thereupon as the authentic image of Christ, 

scientists on the other hand have in their characteristic scorn of faith continued to subject the 

piece of cloth to massive investigations including the use of the recent Radiocarbon dating and 

photographic methods to their utter consternation. Author Richard Feynman for instance observed 

that;  

                              Religion is a culture of faith; science is a culture of doubt.”  

Indeed, after many decades of intense experiments and tests, the image on the shroud continues 

to baffle many scientists with magnitude bewilderment and disquiet. In 1978 for instance, as 

alluded to in Damon et al, (1989), Professor Giovanni Tamburelli obtained a 3D-elaboration 

from the fabric with higher resolution than Jumper and Mottern and managed to electronically 

remove from the image the "blood" that apparently covered the face. This was the closest science 

came to being in unprejudiced agreement with Christianity over an issue but as expected, swiftly 
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rubbished the findings. Ray Drummond, a scientist enjoined in the most recent scientific 

examination of the fabric for instance exclaimed after the analysis that;   

‘I cannot tell you what the image is, but I can tell you what it is not. It is not a painting, it is not a 

drawing 

In short the scientist was admitting to the futility of continuing to stubbornly doubt and reject the 

obvious that indeed, the shroud’s image is a legitimate reflection of a real person and never was 

the work of human hands or intelligence. That was an absolutely startling submission that should 

essentially define the natural relationship between science and Christianity but instead their 

dissimilarities have degenerated in to a wholly adversarial relationship and at most times, a 

horrendous tug of war between them often with catastrophic effects on the common man. In fact 

both of them continue to harness their hard line stances against each other declaring themselves 

the valid bearers of absolute truths that the other must conform to or be dismissed. The area for 

instance that has most infuriated Christianity and provoked intense acrimony has been science’s 

perpetual resolve to replace or diminish the inimitable place of an infinite and infallible God in 

total charge of the universe. The mere fact that science can cure diseases, mend broken limbs, 

conduct transplants and extend human life has given some scientists a false egotism that they are 

demi gods in need of no savior. Many for instance callously dismiss religion as an outmoded, 

illogical and absurd way of solving problems thus effectively plunging a whole generation in to a 

perilous pit of despondency and apostasy. This area particularly represents a point of no return 

between Christianity and science. The question Christians constantly ask is who is the source of 

the power behind all of these scientific and technological innovations? The bible in James 1:17 

emphatically declares who this source of power is by proclaiming that;  

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above and commeth down from the father of lights 

with whom is no variableness neither shadow of turning. 

 

Romans 1:25-26 similarly brusquely frowns upon those who change the truth of God in to a lie 

and worship the creature more than the creator. If indeed for instance, complex creatures did 

evolve gradually from simple organisms as propounded in the Darwin’s theory of evolution, 

Christianity simply asks, where, when and how did this natural process begin? Author A.A. 

Milne for instance remarked that;  
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There must be somebody there, because somebody must have said "Nobody.”  

Some skeptics have even gone further to declare that God is dead. It is perceptions like these that 

have rampantly birthed many dangerous heresies like nihilism which advocate emptiness and 

vanity of life resulting in immense emotional, psychological and spiritual suffering among the 

masses. Voltaire in essai sur les moeurs for instance asserted that; 

To believe in absolutely no god would be a frightful moral mistake, a mistake 

incompatible with good government.  

Science moreover obstinately rejects biblical miracles demanding proof through scientific 

experimentation and verification even when all evidence is manifest enough. In the same way, it 

demands that in reading of scripture, critical and analytical approaches be applied obviously 

endeavoring to water down the spirit and letter of God’s word.  This certainly fans unwarranted 

profanations and unbelief of incalculable magnitude among otherwise trusting people. Darwin 

for instance in his “On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection or the Preservation 

of Favored Races in the Struggle for Life(1859) submitted that; 

To suppose that the eye with all its inimitable contrivances for adjusting the focus to 

different distances, for admitting different amounts of light, and for the correction of 

spherical and chromatic aberration, could have been formed by natural selection seems, 

I freely confess, absurd in the highest degree 

Another area of unbending conflict between science and Christianity is the many choices that 

science seems to proffer in total disregard of age old Christian and African principles over and 

above jeopardizing the partakers’ health. Birth control measures for instance, in vitro 

fertilization, euthanasia and genetic manipulation to heighten intelligence not only raise 

fundamental ethical questions but also pose a horrifying health risk to millions of ordinary 

people and question the very character and existence of God. The proposed indiscriminate 

introduction of sex education in Kenyan schools for instance and the whole sexual revolution 

quagmire is a dilemma of titanic proportions to the 21st century Christian populous. Nerve-

racking terms like lesbianism, gayism, transgenderism, transsexualism, homosexuality and 

bisexuality or simply the LGBT community, which have attained blockbuster notoriety in the 

western world for instance, pose a disquieting revulsion to the Christian community in Kenya 

today. Scientists for example are quick to empathize with homosexuals propositioning that it is a 
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normal, unchosen and unchangeable sexual orientation whose trigger stems from the genetic mal 

formation of an individual. Christianity on the other hand intensely abhors homosexuality as a 

profoundly abnormal and unnatural behavior whose genesis is rooted in an acute lapse in 

parenting and/or sexual molestation during childhood and since it is deliberately chosen it can 

also be easily altered through proper guidance. As regards transgenderism, where affected 

persons often describe themselves as being male or female trapped in a male or female body, 

science, without further contemplation simply deems it a matter of hormonal imbalances in the 

womb and thus promptly recommends gender reassignment surgery.  

 

Christianity in contrast regards gender reassignment surgery as a sin of unimaginable magnitude 

akin to equating oneself to God or usurping God’s absolute and infinite creative power, wisdom 

and authority.  In Job 38:4 for instance, God vehemently taunts man regarding this futility 

asking;    

Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth, declare if thou hast understanding  

Christianity therefore regards transgenderism as a matter of gender disorientation that can be 

handled or well managed by prayer and counseling. This among other issues certainly explains 

the upsurge of the deliverance or exorcism ministry in Kenya today which is mostly propounded 

and propagated by the Pentecostal Christian movement. Here, human suffering such as sickness, 

disease, unexplained misfortunes or behavior, traffic accidents and deformities among others is 

associated with evil spirits which once exorcised, the person returns to God’s originally intended 

form or plan for them. Nonetheless as the back and forth discourses over sexual orientation and 

gender identity continue to dominate media headlines, innocent lives continue being lost 

affecting far too many families particularly due to severe depression and ultimate suicide. 

Besides, the looming surge for the discovery of God, angels, aliens, heaven and hell through 

astrophysical and outer space exploration for instance is considered a profanity of magnitude 

insolence by Christians akin to the tower of Babel fiasco that is recorded in Genesis 11:1-9. The 

impetus to adopt the theory of intelligent design in the school science curriculum, the 

environmental pollution and its attendant semi deification of “mother nature”, the ferocious 

feminist movement that threatens to annihilate the traditional family structures and the money 

based  evangelical churches which viciously plunder and pillage their unsuspecting flock are all 
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by products of science and modernity. Indeed, Voltaire in the Johnson’s 1976 History of 

Christianity for instance remarked that; 

The earthquake horrible and in explicable though it might be was not the worst we had to 

fear. Men do themselves more harm on their little mole hill than does nature. More men 

are slaughtered in in their wars than are swallowed up in earthquakes. 

Furthermore, science challenges the Christian viewpoints regarding suffering. Science for 

instance questions why a loving and perfectly good God cannot simply abolish evil and stop pain 

and suffering. They cast aspersions on Jesus’ brutal crucifixion and conclude that God is either 

weak or far detached from His creation. It is no wonder then that science presents contagious 

programmes for self-development and aggrandizement through instant solutions. The Christian 

Science church for instance emphasizes the power of positive thinking and advocates the use of 

the bible, science and health book to bring about physical healing and wellness. Some 

Pentecostal preachers in fact promise instant riches, healing and other miracles once money is 

generously dished out. Science is obviously ignorant of God’s grand plan for man’s salvation 

emblazoned in Genesis 3:5 through to Isaiah 52:13-15, 53 and climaxing in to the ghastly death 

of Jesus Christ on the cross. Having patiently endured great suffering himself, Jesus in fact 

predicted the same for his disciples in Mathew 10: 16-25 and 24 and James 1:2-3 in addition also 

sternly underscores the benefits of suffering for righteousness’ sake. The commentator of the 

devotional study bible KJV2000 for example, commenting on job’s suffering stated thus; 

It is not for us to reason out the specific cause of a person’s suffering, God reserves that 

knowledge for himself.  

Nevertheless, regardless of the fiercely differing views and sometimes hostility between science 

and Christianity, they both continue to play a significant role in the overall history of humanity 

and the created order at large. Although reaching a consensus between science and Christianity 

on any one single issue may be a tall order, there is nonetheless a dire need for constructive 

engagement through open and positive consultations, debates and dialogue. Without doubt, the 

incessant struggle between science and Christianity to outdo each other in the supremacy battle 

and see which emerges the sole authoritative voice regarding major issues affecting mankind 

today has done the world more harm than good at most resulting in considerable unwarranted 
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pain and untold misery for the human race. Certainly, each has its own profound role in mutually 

understanding and relating to universe and its mysteries. There is therefore an absolute need for 

moderation, caution and rationalization as regards dissenting views between science and 

Christianity. Indeed, deliberate decisions have to be made regarding utmost and respectful 

toleration of each other's views and beliefs. Wholesale adoption of certain scientific tenets like 

abortion in order to remain relevant for instance may spell overwhelming vulnerabilities to 

Christianity. Equally, rigid conservatism and fundamentalism that arbitrarily demonizes and 

rejects science indiscriminately must be restrained. Some churches for instance cunningly restrict 

their members from accessing medical care through high handed, autocratic leadership which 

results in premature deaths of victims and untold emotional strain on their families. Voltaire in 

candide for instance declared that;  

The true solution is to cultivate our garden, oppose and remove evils and use not just our reason 

but all our faculties to reform society and so reduce the incidences of suffering. It is a self-

deception of philosophers and moralists to imagine that they escape decadence by opposing it.  

Succinctly, the whole discord between Christianity and science simply boils down to the one 

fundamental question. Which way is superior? Christianity certainly, as evidenced in myriad past 

and present incontestable witnesses and testimonies emphatically offers a more tested and 

dependable way to deal with the uncertainties and vagueness of the contemporary society. 

Granted Christianity has had its fair share of spooky dealings as exhibited in the middle ages’ 

scandalous papal power, the disgraceful inquisition period and other corruption related misdeeds, 

perceived silence during the Jewish holocaust, ghastly money scams, ruthless rivalry and 

sometimes conceited Christians who spitefully condemn and judge others, nonetheless, the mere 

fact that Christianity boasts a true living God actively involved in the life of His creation through 

for example visions, dreams and the wonders of the natural world is without doubt evidence 

enough. Voltaire for instance, in the traite’ de metaphysique averred that 

God cannot be proven nor denied by the mere force of our reason  
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