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Christian and Scientific Association of Kenya (CSAK) 
has experienced a phenomenal growth in mem-
bership from 47 in the first quarter to the current 
187 members. This growth underscores the signif-

icance of the platform in tackling contemporary issues in 
science and religion within the African context. Newly re-
cruited members have continued to be inducted in different 
forums held quarterly in different locations. 
CSAK is indebted to the co-funders of the Project namely 
Mount Kenya University and the Templeton World Charity 
Foundation, Inc. for their generous financial support. Mount 
Kenya University has in addition to providing space, fur-
nished the office with the state-of-the-art electronics and 
furniture. The support in the management of the human 
resource including supplementing CSAK budget to retain 
qualified staff is of great significance to the development 
of the Association. 
A Board of Management was elected for a period of 3 
years replacing the Interim Board of Management that 
was overseeing the management of the Association pend-
ing elections. Capacity building of CSAK members is being 
accorded high significance. Members have been engaged 
through workshops and conferences  facilitated by experts 
on interaction of Science and Religion from the United King-
dom (UK) and United States of America (USA).The Asso-
ciation also continues to receive recognition locally and 
abroad. Recently, Dr Michael Brownutt from the University 
of Hong Kong visited CSAK to benchmark. In CSAK, tal-
ents are encouraged, nurtured and shared for the benefit 
of the Association. Being the first Association of its kind in 
Kenya, CSAK aims to be a role model in all matters relating 
to interaction between science and religion in the African 
Context.

Francis Wamakima Muregi, PhD

CSAK Project Leader & Director Research, Grants and 
Endowments

Mount Kenya University

Foreword

Francis Wamakima Muregi, PhD
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In the third quarter, a number of activities were implemented. Key among them was election of Board of Management 
Members and the Patron, as well as capacity building and membership recruitment activities

CSAK achievements in the third quarter

CSAK had been under the guidance of an interim Board of Management since its inception. Under its constitu-
tion, CSAK envisaged election of Board Members for a term of 3 years. During the first Delegates Conference 
held at Safari Park Hotel on September 9, 2016 that was attended by 157 members, the first Board of Man-
agement was elected. It is composed of the following elected members for a three-year term. 

The Board of Management has eight (8) members as per the constitution. The Board of Management has included a representative 
from the Western Region, Prof. Ntabo Mabururu and one from the Eastern Region, Dr Richard Okoth Oduor. The substantive Board 

of Management held a joint meeting with the outgoing interim Board of Management members on October 14, 2016 at the CSAK 
Boardroom, which served as an induction meeting for the former and farewell for the latter

Election of Substantive Board of Management Members

Name of Board Member Position 

1.  Prof. Bernard Boyo Chairman

2.  Prof. Eunice Kamaara Vice- Chairman

3.  Dr Francis W. Muregi Organizing secretary

4.  Mr Humphrey Mwambeo Secretary and Executive Administrator

5.  Dr Peter Kirira Treasurer

6.  Dr Richard Oduor Eastern Region Representative

7.  Prof. Ntabo Mabururu Western Region Representative

8.  Madam Jane Nyutu Special Member
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In its constitution, CSAK envisaged having a 
Patron to guide the Association. Professor Jo-
seph Galgalo, the Vice-Chancellor of St. Paul’s 
University was elected unanimously as the first 

Patron of CSAK during the National Delegates 
Conference held at Safari Park Hotel, Nairobi. 
In his acceptance speech, Prof. Galgalo thanked 
the CSAK members for having confidence in his 
ability to lead the Association towards achieve-
ment of its goals and aspirations. He promised 
to serve diligently and selflessly ensuring justice 
and fairness to all members.

       Election of the Patron

Left: Prof. Joseph Galgalo delivering his acceptance speech as Patron 
of CSAK.  Right: The Patron receiving a gift from the CSAK Board of 

Management Chair, Prof. Bernard Boyo

 Membership       
 recruitment

CSAK membership has 
continued to attract fac-
ulty and researchers as 
well as clergy from across 

Kenya. This has seen the Association 
grow from 157 members in quarter 
two to the current 187 (Figure 1).
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Figure 1. Trend in growth of CSAK membership 
within the first three quarters

Capacity Building fora

Two induction meetings were held for 
newly recruited members. The Western 
Region meeting was held on August 12, 
2016 at the Noble Hotel, Eldoret. The 

meeting was attended by 40 participants from 
fourteen (14) universities in the Western Region. 
Prof. Kimengi, the Deputy Vice-Chancellor) in 
charge of Academic, Research and Extension 
at Moi University was the Chief Guest.   In the 
Eastern Region, a similar meeting was held at 
Kenyatta University on October 21, 2016. It was 
attended by a total of 27 members from seven 
(7) universities and research institutions in the re-
gion. Left: Participants keenly following proceedings during an 

induction session. Right: CSAK Executive Administrator 
emphasizes a point during the induction session.
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The National Delegates Conference was 
held at Safari Park Hotel, Nairobi on 8th 
and 9th September, 2016. The Confer-
ence was attended by a total of 157 par-

ticipants including invited guests from Kenya and 
abroad. It had the following objectives;
1. To facilitate constructive dialogue between 

science and Christian faith
2. To review and ratify the CSAK constitution
3. To elect a Board of Management members 
4. To provide an avenue for CSAK membership 

to share ideas on science and Christian faith. 
The Chief Guest during the Conference was the 
Cabinet Secretary for Education Dr Fred Ma-
tiang’i while the keynote speaker was the Direc-
tor/CEO of the Kenya School of Law, Prof. PLO 
Lumumba. Other speakers were Professor Joseph 
Galgalo, the Vice-Chancellor of St. Paul’s Univer-
sity who was also elected as the first Patron of 
CSAK, Dr Bethany Sollereder (University of Ox-
ford, UK) and Dr Andy Fletcher (USA). 
The Cabinet Secretary observed that the CSAK 
would tackle misconceptions regarding Science 
and Religion that were being experienced in Ken-
ya. He particularly gave an example of a team of 
individuals who visited his office requesting assis-
tance in stopping a vaccination campaign because 
they believed it was laced with other unspecified 
substances likely to harm users. He cited the fa-
mous Albert Einstein’s adage that Science without 
religion is lame and religion without science is 
blind to underscore the need for synergy between 
the two. 
Topic covered in the conference were;
i) Is Christianity relevant in the 21st Century?
ii) Building synergy between Christian faith and 

science
iii) Life, the Universe and Everything (1)
iv) Building synergy between African Cultural 

practices and Christian Faith
v) Biotechnology and Christianity
vi) Challenges of fostering the Dialogue be-

tween Faith and science: Lessons from West-
ern World

vii) Life, the Universe and Everything (2)

Dedication of CSAK Office
The CSAK office was dedicated during the Board of Management meeting held on October 14, 2016. The dedication 
ceremony was led by the Mount Kenya University Chaplain, Reverend Njau. 

National Delegates Conference

Left: Cabinet Secretary for Education Dr Fred Matiang’i who served as the 
Chief Guest during the Conference. Right: Dr Andy Fletcher and Dr Bethany 

Sollereder following proceedings during the Conference

Left: Professor PLO Lumumba during the conference delivering his speech. 
Right: Delegates following proceedings at the conference.

Group photo of delegates during the conference. The Chief Guest, Dr 
Matiang’i, is flanked by Prof. PLO Lumumba and Madam Jane Nyutu. Prof 

Stanley Waudo, the Vice-Chancellor of Mount Kenya University is third 
from left (front row). Left:  Dr Francis W. Muregi introducing the legal team 

from Ogwoka Ndege & Company Advocates to the delegate’s during the 
conference. The Team was instrumental in registration of the Association.
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The CSAK office received three international visitors namely Dr Andy Fletcher (USA), Dr Bethany Sollereder (University 
of Oxford, UK) and Dr Michael Brownutt (University of Hong Kong) between August and October 2016. Drs Sollereder 
and Fletcher were guest speakers during the National Delegates Conference at Safari Park Hotel, Nairobi.  On the 
other hand, Dr Michael Brownutt visited to benchmark a similar initiative in Asia with that of CSAK. 

  Visitors to CSAK office

Left: Prof. Andy Fletcher, Dr. Peter G.Kirira, Prof. Stanley Waudo (Vice-Chancellor, MKU), Dr. Bethany Sollereder and Mr. 
Humphrey Mwambeo during a courtesy call to the Vice-Chancellor’s Office. Right: Dr Bethany and Dr Fletcher at the CSAK 

Executive Administrator’s office when they paid a courtesy call.

Left: Mr. Humphrey Mwambeo (3rd left), Mr. Kevin Mwangi (3rd right) and Ms. Loyce Nanyama posing with visitors Prof. Andy 
Fletcher and Dr. Bethany Sollereder when they visited the office.  With them are Dr Peter Kirira (extreme left) and Dr Samuel 

Karenga (extreme right) Right: Dr Michael Brownutt (left), Dr Francis W. Muregi, Mr Humphrey Mwambeo, Mr Francis Makokha, 
Dr Samuel Karenga and Dr Peter Kirira at a round table meeting during the visit by Dr Michael Brownutt from the University of 

Hong Kong.

Development of Policy Documents
CSAK is in the process of developing its policy documents to guide operations. Some of the key documents being devel-
oped include the Financial Policy and Regulations and the Human Resources Policy. 

1. What is Christian and Scientific Association of  Kenya?
Christian and Scientific Association of Kenya (CSAK) is 
a professional, non-political, non-sectarian Association 
geared towards facilitating synergetic interaction be-
tween science and the Christian Faith.
2. How was CSAK Established?
CSAK is jointly funded by Templeton World Charity 
Foundation Inc. (TWCF Inc.) and Mount Kenya Universi-
ty for a 3-year period. The Association, established in 
February 2016 is a legally registered entity in Kenya. 

  Ten Things to Know about CSAK
It brings together practitioners of science and Christian 
Faith with the aim of exploring how interaction between 
the two in the African context can best synergize each 
other. 
3. What is the Vision of  CSAK?
To be a leading Association in Africa that fosters harmo-
ny and synergy between science and religion.
4. What is the Mission of  CSAK?
To provide a platform for constructive engagement on 
matters of mutual interest to science and religion in the 
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Upcoming activities
CSAK is expected to implement the following activities in the next quarter;

1. CSAK Online Certificate Course for its membership
2. Continued membership recruitment
3. Induction sessions for the newly recruited members
4. Capacity building meetings for members
5. Procurement of additional Resource Centre materials/literature

African context.
5. Who can become a CSAK member?
CSAK draws its membership from universities and re-
search institutions in Kenya. Membership is open to fac-
ulty, postgraduate students, clergy and scholars in re-
search institutions with interest in science and religion.
6. What are CSAK Membership categories?
There are two categories of membership viz.;
• Full Member: Open to faculty, researchers and 

postgraduate students in the field of science
• Associate Member: Open to non-scientists espe-

cially the clergy
A Full Member can vote and hold office. An Associate 
Member can only participate in all CSAK activities but 
cannot hold office.
7. How much is the membership fee?
A Full Member pays a non-refundable fee of KES 3000
An Associate Member pays a non-refundable fee of KES 
2000
All categories pay annual membership renewal subscrip-
tion fee of KES 1000.
8. What is CSAK Motto?
Facilitating synergetic interaction between science and 
religion.
9. Why should I join CSAK?

i) You become an affiliated member of   a profes-
sional body, one of the current trends in scholarly 
world

ii) You will be invited to participate in all CSAK activ-
ities

iii) You will access a wide range of resources in the 

subject of science and religion, available online 
and in CSAK Resource Centre. 

iv) You will participate in free  Online Certificate 
Course on science and religion, and be certificated

v) You are afforded an opportunity to promote your 
scholarly work in our regular meetings

vi) You will participate in regular networking meetings 
that will enhance your career advancement

vii) You become a pioneer in the region in exploring 
interaction of science/ technology and religion in 
African context

viii) You get an opportunity to participate  in CSAK ac-
tivities including debates on science and religion, 
conferences, essay competitions, workshops and 
symposiums

ix) You join an exciting network of scholars, which of-
fers you an opportunity for synergy in your aca-
demic field 

10. What are the activities of  CSAK?

i) Online Certificate Course
ii) Online interaction forums
iii) Trainings and workshops
iv) Public debates on contemporary issues in science 

and religion
v) Conferences (local and international)
vi) Annual National Essay Competitions 
vii) Public lectures 
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CHRISTIAN AND SCIENTIFIC
ASSOCIATION OF KENYA

“Facilitating Synergetic Interaction
between Science and Christian Faith”

Share your ideas on how to make the Discourse better through 
the following Contacts;

Email: admin@kcsa.or.ke
Tel: +254 791800221

Address: P.O. Box 5849-00100 
Nairobi, GPO.

For more information, visit our website www.kcsa.or.ke
The next issue of the Discourse will be in January 2017

“ad majorem Dei gloriam”


