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CREATION OR 
EVOLUTION

Do we have to choose?

Gen. 1 In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth

Rev. 4:11 You are worthy to receive glory and
honour and power… For you created all things, 
and by your will they were created and have 
their being.

Psalm 33:6-9 by the word of the Lord the heavens were made.

Neh. 9:6 You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, 
and their starry host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and 
all that is in them. You give life to everything. 

Acts 14:15 God, who made heaven and earth and sea and 
everything in them.

John 1:1 through him all things were made; without him nothing 
was made that has been made.

All Christians are creationists!

All Christians are creationists!

• How did biological 
creation occur?

• Can this creation be 
detected?

I believe in God, the 
Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth…
• Made from nothing
• Distinct from God
• Dependent on God 

The Christian doctrine of creation is 
not an abstract academic concept, 

about origins, but should move us to 
worship and action.

The biblical view is that God is the originator 
and sustainer of all creation. It is all His 
handiwork, through which he works by the 
same rational, reasonable and logical 
processes that gives us the privilege to 
observe this wonderful world and say 

“wow”!!

Theism not deism
The Christian view is that God didn’t just light the 
touchpaper and retire, but is intimately involved 
upholding His creation at all times.

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 
all creation; 16 for in him all things in heaven and on 
earth were created, things visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers -
all things have been created through him and for 
him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together. Colossians 1

3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact 
imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all 
things by his powerful word. Hebrews 1



How have Christians reacted to the theory of 
evolution?

Initially there was some antagonism. The idea that 
the earth was old, and that species were 
somehow related, was not new. 

By the end of the 19th century the debate was 
largely over. Most church leaders had accepted 
evolution as the proper scientific explanation

Four different responses to Evolution
1. Atheism
2. Young Earth Creationism
3. Intelligent Design
4. Theistic Evolution

“My dear let us 
hope it is not true, 
but if it is, let us 
pray that it will not 
become generally 
known” Wife of the 
Bishop of Worcester

Christian responses to Evolution
“Although atheism 
might have been 
logically tenable before 
Darwin, Darwin made it 
possible to be an 
intellectually fulfilled 
atheist.”
Richard Dawkins

1. Atheism

Does Evolution = Atheism?
Richard Dawkins and Ken Ham agree that it does!

But…. Evolution is not a philosophy
Methodological naturalism  ≠  Metaphysical naturalism

Evolution ≠ Atheism

• Science and religion are NOT rival
descriptions of the way the world works

• Religion is NOT a form of bad proto-
science attempting to explain life, whereas 
evolution completely solves the mystery of 
our existence



The belief that Heaven, Earth, and 
life on Earth were created by a 
direct act of God dating between 
6,000 and 10,000 years ago.

The Genesis account is literally
true

http://www.icr.org

2. Young Earth Creationism

Ussher (1581-1626)
Calculated that the 
earth was created on 
23 October 4004 BC

Plus
Makes reading Genesis chapters 1-3 very easy!

Minus

Everything else!

There is NO scientific evidence that the earth is 
only a few thousand years old.

All such claims are scientifically false

Holders of this position take a different worldview. 
Scripture is a higher authority and their 
interpretation of it trumps any other interpretation 
of the evidence

Origen (185-254 AD)
“What man of intelligence, I ask, will 
consider a reasonable statement that 
first and the second and the third day, 
in which there are said to be both 
morning and evening, existed without 
the sun, moon and stars, while the 
first day was even without a heaven? 
And who could be found so silly as to believe that 
God, after the manner of a farmer, “planted trees in a 
paradise eastward in Eden…. I do not think that 
anyone will doubt that these are figurative 
expressions, which indicate certain mysteries through 
the semblance of history.

"certain features of the universe and 
of living things are best explained 
by an intelligent cause, not an 
undirected process such as natural 
selection” 

William Dembski
Michael Behe
Phillip Johnson

Irreducible 
complexity

3. Intelligent Design

William Paley

Intelligent Design (ID) asserts that at least some 
biological systems can only have come about by 
the intervention of an intelligent designer. 

For Christians the designer = GOD

Arguments from design are not new
Mankind has always looked at the world with awe 
and wonder and seen the hand of God in the entire 
created order. 
Even in this scientific world people still look at the 
world and say “wow”, and are moved by the 
complexity and immensity of life.

Are scientific principles (chemistry/physics/ 
mathematics etc.) sufficient to explain the 
observed biological world? 

Is descent by modification with selection 
sufficient or are there parts of the biological 
world that cannot be understood in these 
terms and require direct divine intervention? 

Are Darwinian processes alone sufficient to 
generate biological “complexity”?



http://www.discovery.org/

ID “examples”
Bacterial flagellum
Blood clotting cascade
Immune system
Etc etc. etc. 

Biology and DIY

Biology is 
resourceful!
re-using components in 
different ways.

Gene duplication
Redundancy
Exaptation – taking 
components and using them 
for another function.

Intelligent Design
There has been a lot of recent interest in 
“Intelligent Design”, highlighting several 
things that (supposedly) evolution cannot 
explain.

I would say that

• Intelligent Design is not Science?

• Its claims are incorrect

• It is not good theology?

104, 2116-2121 (2007)

It is essentially the “God of the gaps”

1.Discoveries 'push God out of the picture'. 
2. Implies that some aspects of the physical world 

will never be known – they belong to God.

Science is concerned with understanding the things 
that we don’t know  - that’s what makes it fun!!

“When we come to the scientifically 
unknown, our correct policy is not to 
rejoice because we have found God; it 
is to become better scientists”

Prof Charles Coulson, Professor of 
Theoretical Chemistry, University of Oxford 

Science is based on the principle that 
everything in the physical world can be 
explained by natural forces – the spiritual, 
miraculous or supernatural lie beyond the 
boundaries of science, which is 
concerned with the reproducible, 
measurable and testable.

Is ID Science?



1. ID is not testable – what kind of experiment 
would you do?

There are of course gaps that science not bridge –
but these are defined as miracles – and are 
therefore beyond science and beyond nature.

Evolution, like all good theories, makes itself 
vulnerable to disproof. Darwinism is testable: what 
might disprove evolution: "Fossil rabbits in the pre-
Cambrian." J B S Haldane 

Is ID Science?

2. ID stifles proper scientific research

From a practical perspective, attributing 
unsolved problems about nature to causes 
and forces that lie outside the natural world 
is a “science stopper.” Once you attribute a 
cause to an untestable supernatural force, 
a proposition that cannot be disproven, 
there is no reason to continue seeking 
natural explanations as we have our 
answer.

Is ID Science?

3. ID is essentially the “God of the gaps”.
The absence of evidence is not evidence of 
absence.

Science is concerned with understanding the 
things that we don’t know  - that’s what makes 
it fun!!

ID is the logic of ignorance, idleness and 
incuriosity (Steve Jones)

Is ID Science? Is ID good theology?
ID assumes that there are gaps in nature that 
science cannot bridge.

The bible does not point to the unknowable 
but to the pattern that can be seen in God’s 
creation –

(Ps. 19:1; Rom.1:20; Psalm. 104; Col. 1:17; 
Heb.1:3; John 1:1)
God is creator and sustainer of the entire world. 
ID makes God to be the maintainer – not God the 
sustainer of the universe.

Nature is what God does – all that scientists can do 
in their work is to describe what God does.
The bible points to God’s design in creation in the 
things that science does understand – the more we 
understand, the more amazed we are! 

ID proposes the opposite.
ID assumes a backdrop of non-designed (otherwise 
the argument makes no sense). 
ID is semi-deism – God is only involved in part of the 
process.

too small a God.
It is not glorifying to God to call something miraculous 
that God himself did not.

Is ID good theology? 4. Theistic evolution
Is the opinion that classical religious teachings about God 
and creation are compatible with some or all of the modern 
scientific understanding about biological evolution. Theistic 
evolution is not a theory in the scientific sense, but a 
particular view about how the science of evolution relates 
to some religious interpretations. In this way, theistic 
evolution supporters deny that there is a conflict between 
religion and science.

www.cis.org.uk



The 18th century deists emphasized the 
rationalistic arguments of natural theology to such 
an extent that Biblical revelation was devalued in 
the process, in the end nurturing atheism.

“Darwinism appeared and, under the guise of a 
foe, did the work of a friend. … There is no division 
of labour between God and nature, or God and 
law… For the Christian theologian the facts of 
nature are the acts of God.”
Aubrey Moore

“Evolution touches not on the 
evidence of design, but the mode in 
which the design was executed. In 
the one case the creator made the 
animals at once such as they are, in 
the other he impressed on certain 
particles of matter such inherent 
powers that in the ordinary course of 
time living creatures were developed. 
He did not make things, He made 
them make themselves”. (Temple).

Creation and evolution are complementary 
explanations of the same event

It is just as noble a conception of 
the Deity to believe that He created 
a few original forms capable of self-
development into other and needful 
forms, as to believe that He 
required a fresh act of creation to 
supply the voids caused by the 
action of His laws'." 

Charles Kingsley

Positive contributions of evolution to our 
view of “creation”?

What sort of creator?
no longer deism

Theodicy – suffering is part of the process

What sort of God? One who works through 
process or miracle?

Analogy with history.

In one sense evolution re-emphasised God’s 
continuing activity, after deism had lost sight of it. 
It emphasised God’s laws of nature (that is why 
miracles are very rare). 

Seen in the light of evolution, biology is, 
perhaps, intellectually the most satisfying 
and inspiring science. Without that light it 
becomes a pile of sundry facts some of them 
interesting or curious but making 
no meaningful picture as a whole.

Theodosius Dobzhansky
The American Biology Teacher, March (1973) 35:125-129 

Nothing in Biology Makes Sense 
Except in the Light of Evolution 

It is wrong to hold creation and evolution as 
mutually exclusive alternatives. I am a creationist 
and an evolutionist. Evolution is God’s, or Nature’s 
method of creation. Creation is not an event that 
happened in 4004 BC; it is a process that began 
some 10 billion years ago and is still under way 
Theodosius Dobzhansky
The American Biology Teacher, March (1973) 35:125-129 

Nothing in Biology Makes Sense 
Except in the Light of Evolution 



Does the evolutionary doctrine clash with religious 
faith? It does not. It is a blunder to mistake the Holy 
Scriptures for elementary textbooks of astronomy, 
geology, biology, and anthropology. Only if symbols 
are construed to mean what they are not intended 
to mean can there arise imaginary, insoluble 
conflicts. As pointed out above, 
the blunder leads to blasphemy: the 
Creator is accused of systematic 
deceitfulness.
Theodosius Dobzhansky
The American Biology Teacher, March (1973) 35:125-129

Nothing in Biology Makes Sense 
Except in the Light of Evolution 

Nature is what God does
Augustine

The fact that we understand how 
the world came into being is not a 
valid argument for rejecting the 
concept of a divine creator

Age of the Universe ~13,800,000,000 years
Age of earth ~ 5,000,000,000 years
Livings things ~ 3,500,000,000 years
Modern Homo Sapiens ~ 200,000 years ?

EVOLUTION
Evolution - Natural selection

• Everything has evolved
• Descent by modification
• Gradual change over long 

periods of time
• Everything is fitted to its 

own particular niche.
• Things appear designed 

because they are adapted 
for their particular 
environment and 
evolution

• Descent with modification 
and selection has shaped 
the biological world 
around us. 

1.Organisms have "individual variations" that are 
faithfully transmitted from parent to offspring; 

2.All organisms produce more offspring than are 
required to replace themselves in the next 
generation; 

3.Limited resources create a "struggle for 
existence" that regulates population size, such 
that most offspring die without reproducing.

4.The individuals that survive and reproduce are, 
on average, by virtue of their individual variations, 
better suited to their local environment than those 
that do not. 

Evolution - Natural selection

Scientific developments since Darwin

Darwin proposed natural selection as a 
powerful explanation for how things could 
evolve over long periods of time.
BUT:
he had no mechanism to account for this.

His theory is now supported by a wealth of 
experimental evidence

Genetics, 
Genomics, 
DNA



DNA structure
1953

The genetic code 
is universal

DNA reminds us of our 
humble origins

It only evolved once

The Lord God 
formed the man 
from the dust of 
the ground. 
Genesis 2:7

98% similar to chimpanzees

Our genomes are fossils records of 
our past.

Endogenous retroviruses (ERVs) 
400,000 elements (200 families ) - 8% of our DNA

LINES (LINE-1 over 500,000 copies -17% of our DNA
SINES (Alu repeats - 1.1 million inserts - 11% of our DNA)

No longer seen as JUNK DNA

Genomics
There have been about 
1,100,000 events…each 
unique.

Some occurred early in the 
lineage, others occurred later
7,000 insertions have occurred 
since humans and chimps had 
a common ancestor

There are many cases in 
which exactly the same 
insertion of  a retrotransposon 
into a precise spot is shared 
by humans and chimpanzees. 
This is because the insertion 
occurred in an ancestor that 
both share.

Pseudogenes
Our DNA contains many 
unused (and now corrupted) 
DNA sequences – molecular fossils that were used 
by our distant ancestors.

Vitamin C is an essential part of our diet, while many other 
species can synthesize their own ascorbic acid. 
We can’t make vitamin C as we lack the enzyme protein L-
gulono-gamma-lactone oxidase (GLO). 

Molecular geneticists have shown that we have non-
functional mutant GLO gene copies - known as 
"pseudogenes“
Nishikimi et al. J Biol Chem 267: 21967, 1992; Nishikimi et al. J Biol Chem 269:13685, 1994,

Chromosome 2

We have 2 x 23 chromosome = 46

Chimpanzees have 2 x 24 = 48

Centromere

Telomere

Telomere

Human 
chromosome 2 
appears to have 
arisen from the 
fusion of the two 
chromosomes 2a 
and 2b that were 
present in the 
common 
ancestor of 
humans and 
chimanzees



“If we hold the Spirit of God 
to be the only source of 
truth, we will neither reject 
nor despise the truth, 
wherever it may reveal itself, 
lest we offend the Spirit of 
God.”
J. Calvin, Institutes of the Christian 
Religion, 1559 (5th edition)

“… since Holy Scripture can be 
explained in a multiplicity of 
senses, one should not adhere 
to a particular explanation, only 
in such measure as to be ready 
to abandon it if it be proved with 
certainty to be false; lest holy 
Scripture be exposed to the 
ridicule of unbelievers, and 
obstacles be placed to their 
believing.” Thomas Aquinas

In matters that are so obscure and so 
beyond our vision, we find in Holy 
Scripture passages which can be 
interpreted in very different ways 
without prejudice to the faith we have 
received. 
In such cases, we should not rush in 
headlong and so firmly take our stand 
on one side that, if further progress in 
the search for truth justly undermines 
this position, we too fall with it.

Augustine
The Literal Meaning of Genesis

Early 5th Century

Perhaps Sacred Scripture in its customary style is speaking with 
the limitations of human language in addressing men of limited 
understanding. … The narrative of the inspired writer brings the 
matter down to the capacity of children."

Some common objections
1.It’s only a theory!
2.It doesn’t make any predictions
3.Gaps in the fossil record
4.“If we descended from monkeys then 

why are there still monkeys”

What is a scientific theory?
In science it is different from the 
everyday meaning of a ‘hunch’.  

“Evolution is only a theory”

Theory 
Law

Explanation 
Data

Hypothesis

Some common objections
1.It’s only a theory!
2.It doesn’t make any predictions
3.Gaps in the fossil record
4.“If we descended from monkeys then 

why are there still monkeys”



“Evolution is not science”
If descent with modification is responsible for the
variety of life on earth, then .....

..... species living in the remote past should be 
different from those alive today

..... only simple organisms should occur in the 
oldest strata and more complex organisms in
progressively younger strata

..... there should not be fossils totally out of
place. Evolution, like all good theories, makes 
itself vulnerable to disproof. Darwinism is 
testable: what might disprove evolution: "Fossil 
rabbits in the pre-Cambrian." J B S Haldane

Some common objections
1.It’s only a theory!
2.It doesn’t make any predictions
3.Gaps in the fossil record
4.“If we descended from monkeys then 

why are there still monkeys”

‘Gaps in the fossil record’

Dinosaurs Birds‘Fuzzy Raptor’

Over time, more and more fossils 
found (e.g. feathered dinosaurs 
from China or the very recent find 
of Tiktaalik) which fill gaps

Fish AmphibiansTiktaalik

Some common objections
1.It’s only a theory!
2.It doesn’t make any predictions
3.Gaps in the fossil record
4.“If we are descended from monkeys 

then why are there still monkeys”

‘Natural selection is a chance process’
‘A complex machine like a Boeing 747 is designed
and can not originate by chance’
Natural selection is not a 
chance process

Mutation is a chance process; 
natural selection ‘picks out’ the best 
adapted from the pool

Evolution is not goal-oriented

Does God work through chance processes?

The lot is cast into the lap, but its every 
decision is from the Lord. Proverbs  16:33 

In their hearts humans plan their 
course, but the LORD establishes 
their steps. Proverbs  16:9

In him we were also chosen, having been 
predestined according to the plan of him who 
works out everything in conformity with the 
purpose of his will.  Ephesians 1:11

But someone drew his bow at random and hit 
the king of Israel (Ahab) 1Kings 22:34



Why do some people still feel 
uncomfortable with Evolution?

They (wrongly) assume that:
1. Interpreting scripture
2.Explaining = explaining away
3.Darwinism has been improperly applied to other 

areas. (Social Darwinism). 
4.Evolution is the root of all evil
5.What about death and suffering?
6.We aren’t animals – we are special
7.How does God interact with the world?

• What evolution say about how God 
interacts with the world?

• What about suffering, death and the fall?

• What about the special role of humans 
made in the image of God?

• Who were Adam and Eve? Does it 
matter if they were not literal individuals?

• Creation or evolution – does it matter?

Do scientific explanations diminish 
our sense of wonder and awe?

Explaining does not 
equal explaining away. 

Faith afraid of science? Science wrongly applied 

Social Darwinism

Evolution by natural selection is a description of 
historical processes, making no judgements about the 
ethics or integrity of the process.
Survival of the fittest and the poor 
“ a creature not energetic enough to maintain itself must 
die” Herbert Spencer

Eugenics – Francis Galton

The final solution
DON’T BLAME DARWIN FOR THESE 
WRONG APPLICATIONS OF HIS THEORY

In contrast Christians are required to 
defend the weak and support the poor.

Evolution can explain what has been.

It can not be used to predict or to defend. 

It does not say what is right and what it wrong

Biology cannot be right or wrong – it simply is!

Death and suffering
i. The bible is more concerned with spiritual death 

(separation from God) than physical death. 
There must have been death long before the 
Fall.

ii. Physical death should not be equated with evil.
iii. Do not apply our moral rules and sentiments to 

the rest of creation

The best of all possible worlds
Leibniz

Was evolution the only way for God 
to create a world with free will?



Biologically we can trace our origins from other 
hominids. 
There is plenty of evidence for 
the existence of other earlier 
hominid forms.

It appears that we are not the 
result of a special physical act 
of creation.

Are humans special? Creation of humans
Created in the image of God
• For relationship (not as God’s slaves)
• Made from the dust – like the rest of creation
• But we are more. God breathed life into them.
• Reason and conscience – we are moral beings
• Free to choose

We are the pinnacle of God’s creation
God spent all those billions of years preparing 
the world for mankind to inhabit the earth as the 
pinnacle of His creation. (We can either feel 
insignificant or special).

We are stewards of God’s creation (not exploiters). 

Made in the image of God
Does not refer to our anatomy, genetics 
and physiology

Is our physical form important?

Evolution could have taken 
different turns – but still 
produced creatures that are 
made “in God’s image”

Image of God 
Humanity is created in 
the ‘image and likeness’ 
of God. Gen. 1:26-28. 

Genetically we are 98% similar to chimpanzees –
does not make them 98% in the image of God!

• God is Spirit – not flesh and blood

• God is relational – trinity

• Each person somehow reflects the nature of 
God and so has an inalienable dignity and 
value.

• God as ruler – image of the king – we ALL are 
made in the image of God

Who was Adam?
How did this happen?
1.Gradual development as we slowly became aware 

of God.
2.There was a single Adam and Eve–representatives
3.God breathed His Spirit into all mankind at a fixed 

time. 
The Genesis story suggests that they were Neolithic 

farmers living about ten thousand years ago.

Was there death before Adam?

The scientific evidence clearly says – YES
(though this does raise the issue of 
suffering).

The physical nature of the world did not 
change at the fall – but our relationship to it

Genesis 1 and 2 are silent on the issue of 
non-human death.

Adam was not immortal (cf. Gen 3:22)
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