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Greetings from the Faraday 
Institute 

Science 

Measuring, quantifying 

Empirical data 

Testable, repeatable 

Cannot explain…  falling in love 

   liking music 

   fashion choices 

 

Religion 
Meaning, purpose 

Ultimate realities 

Values, ethics 

Cannot explain…  water-borne disease 

   volcanic eruptions 

   planetary motion 

 

Why is the candle burning? 
Physical Explanation – paraffin burning 

     2 C22H46 + 67 O2 ==> 44 CO2 + 46 H2O  

Practical Explanation 
�  Because I lit it with a match 

Purposeful Explanation 
�  Birthday candle, memorial ceremony, 

power cut! 
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Why is the water boiling? 
Physical Explanation 
� Heat increases the molecular activity 

enabling the water molecules to transition 
to a gaseous state 

Practical Explanation 
�  I turned on the stove. 

Purposeful Explanation 
�  I want some tea.    

Separation 

 

Science Religion 

Non-Overlapping Magesteria (NOMA) 

Polarisation 

Science 

Religion 

Religion 

Science 

Science 

Religion 

Religion 

Science 
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Overlapping 

Science Religion 

Absorption 

Science Religion 

Religion Science 

Simple conversation 

Science Religion 

Creative tension 

Science Religion 
? 

? 

Sense of wonder 

“The most beautiful experience we can 
have is the mysterious. It is the 
fundamental emotion that stands at the 
cradle of true art and true science. 
Whoever does not know it and can no 
longer wonder, no longer marvel, is as 
good as dead, and his eyes are dimmed.”  

(Albert Einstein) 

 O LORD, our Sovereign, how majestic is your 
name in all the earth! You have set your glory 
above the heavens.   

 

 3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your 
fingers, the moon and the stars that you have 
established;  4 what are human beings that you 
are mindful of them, mortals that you care for 
them? 

 (Psalm 8:1,3-4) 



13/05/16	  

4	  

Interpretation 

“There are no scientifically interesting facts that 
are not already interpreted facts.”  

(John Polkinghorne) 

  

Inexhaustible questions 
“The exploration of nature continually reveals 
new and unexpected insights, and the infinite 
reality of God will always exceed the grasp of 
finite human beings.” 

(John Polkinghorne) 

 The heavens are telling the glory of God; and 
the firmament proclaims his handiwork.  2 Day 
to day pours forth speech, and night to night 
declares knowledge.  3 There is no speech, nor 
are there words; their voice is not heard;  4 yet 
their voice goes out through all the earth, and 
their words to the end of the world. 

 (Psalm 19:1-4) 

Shared qualities 
� Curiosity 

�  Honesty 

�  Humility 

St. Augustine  

“One should adhere to a 
particular explanation only in 
such measure as to be ready to 
abandon it, if it be proved with 
certainty to be false; lest Holy 
Scripture be exposed to the 
ridicule of unbelievers, and 
obstacles be place to their 
believing.” 

“There are many windows 
through which we can look out 
into the world, searching for 
meaning. Most of us peer 
through but one of these 
windows. And even that one is 
often misted over by the 
breath of our finite humanity.” 
Jane Goodall  (1990)  
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“For now we see through a glass darkly; but 
then we shall see face to face.” 

(I Corinthians 13:12) 

For discussion 
�  What issues in science and religion affect you 

personally in your life and work? 

�  What are the key issues or points of tension in Kenyan 
society as whole? And are these the same as those 
found in the academic world? 
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