
13/05/16	  

1	  

Science and the Bible 
 

Dr Hilary Marlow 
Faraday Institute for Science and 

Religion 
 

 

Kenya Christian and Scientific Affiliation 
 

Inaugural workshop 
11-12  May 2016 

 
 

I will delight in your statutes; I will not forget 
your word. 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my 
path. 

(Ps 19:16, 105) 

All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, so that everyone who 
belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for 
every good work. 

(2 Tim 3:16) 

Reading the Bible 
If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and 
throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of 
your members than for your whole body to be 
thrown into hell.  

And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it 
off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose 
one of your members than for your whole body 
to go into hell. 

(Matt 5:29-30) 

Some creation texts 

You set the earth on its foundations, 
so that it shall never be shaken.  
You cover it with the deep as with a garment; 
the waters stood above the mountains.  
(Ps 104:5-6) 
 
Let the floods clap their hands; 
let the hills sing together for joy 
at the presence of the LORD, for he is coming …  
(Ps 98:8-9) 
 

Where were you when I laid the foundation of 
the earth? 
…On what were its bases sunk, 
or who laid its cornerstone … 
Or who shut in the sea with doors 
when it burst out from the womb? 
(Job 38) 
 
 
For you shall go out in joy,  
and be led back in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
shall burst into song, 
and all the trees of the field shall clap their 
hands. 
(Isa 55:12) 
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Principles of biblical 
interpretation (hermeneutics!) 

�  Read the text carefully!  

�  Be observant.  

�  Ask questions  

 

Questions to ask 
� Who wrote this text, when written and for 

what purpose? 

� What is the background context? 

� What form and structure does it have (genre)? 

Genre examples 
“We regret to inform you that your application 
for the post of science and religion coordinator 
for CSAK was not successful. We wish you every 
success with finding a job in the future.” 

 

“Hi, just to tell you we arrived safely in Watamu 
and the weather is hot. Now we’re off to the 
beach. Bye xx” 

These are the names of the sons of Israel who came to 
Egypt with Jacob, each with his household: Reuben, 
Simeon, Levi, and Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, and 
Benjamin, Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher.The total 
number of people born to Jacob was seventy.  
(Exod 1:1-5) 
 
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.  
He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters;  
he restores my soul.  
He leads me in right paths 
for his name’s sake. 
(Ps 23:1-3) 

Walter Brueggemann  
“[Responsible biblical interpretation is] 
interpretation done in an idiom that is 
congruent with the life setting of the community, 
but that is drawn from, informed by, and 
authorised by the idiom of the community of the 
text.”  

(Theology of the Old Testament, 1997)  
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Genesis 1 
Purpose: theological affirmation of Lord God as creator 
of all; temple liturgy 

Context: ancient Near Eastern creation myths; 
polytheism  

Genre: elevated prose, repetition of key phrases 

Structure: 3 separations, 3 fillings 

 

Genesis 2-3 

Purpose: theological account of human origins; 
explaining the presence of hardship and suffering 
in the world. 

Context: early neolithic agricultural settlers; 
transition from hunter-gatherers. 

Genre: story form, simple to understand, 
mythological and symbolic features. 

“Genesis puts these truths in vivid and memorable 
form in an absorbing yet highly symbolic story.”  
(Gordon Wenham, Genesis 1-11) 

 

 

Some views on Genesis 1-3 

What man of intelligence, I ask, will consider it 
a reasonable statement that the first and the 
second and the third day, in which there is said 
to be both morning and evening, existed 
without sun and moon and stars, while the first 
day was even without a heaven?  

(Origen, On First Principles, 4.III.1)  
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“And who is so foolish as to suppose that God, 
after the manner of a husbandman, planted a 
paradise in Eden, towards the east, and placed in 
it a tree of life, visible and palpable, so that one 
tasting of the fruit by the bodily teeth obtained 
life? … And if God is said to walk in the paradise 
in the evening, and Adam to hide himself under a 
tree, I do not suppose that anyone doubts that 
anyone doubts that these things figuratively 
indicate certain mysteries, the history having 
taken place in appearance, and not literally.”  

(Origen, On First Principles, 4.I.16)  

“In the Hebrew language Adam signifies man; 
and … in those parts of the narrative which 
appear to refer to Adam as an individual, Moses 
is discoursing upon the nature of man in 
general.  

(Origen Contra Celsum IV.40) 

Augustine 

Usually, even a non-Christian knows something 
about the earth, the heavens, and the other 
elements of this world, about the motion and 
orbit of the stars and even their size and 
relative positions, about the predictable 
eclipses of the sun and moon … and this 
knowledge he holds to as being certain from 
reason and experience …  

 

 

Now, it is a disgraceful and dangerous thing for 
an infidel to hear a Christian, presumably 
giving the meaning of Holy Scripture, talking 
nonsense on these topics; … If they find a 
Christian mistaken in a field which they 
themselves know well and hear him 
maintaining his foolish opinions about our 
books, how are they going to believe those 
books in matters concerning the resurrection 
of the dead, the hope of eternal life, and the 
kingdom of heaven.  

(Augustine, Literal Commentary on Genesis 
5.6.19)  

Perhaps Sacred Scripture in its customary style is 
speaking with the limitations of human language 
in addressing men of limited understanding.  

(Augustine, Literal Commentary on Genesis 
5.6.19)  

Chrysostom 

“Don’t take the words in human fashion; rather, 
interpret the concreteness of the expressions 
from the viewpoint of human limitations. You 
see, if he had not used these words, how would 
we ever have been able to gain knowledge of 
these mysteries which deft description.”  

(Chrysostom, The Fathers of the Church, Tr. R C 
Hill, 1985)  
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Johannes Kepler 
“Now the holy scriptures, too, when treating 
common things (concerning which it is not their 
purpose to instruct humanity), speak with 
humans in the human manner, in order to be 
understood by them …Who is unaware that the 
allusion in Psalm 19 is poetical? … The 
psalmodist was aware that the sun does not go 
forth from the horizon as from a tabernacle 
[but] he considered the sun to move for the 
precise reason that it appears so to the eyes. He 
should not be judged to have spoken falsely.” 

(Kepler, Introduction, New Astronomy)  

 

 19th Century scientific 
discoveries 

There is a prejudice against the speculations of 
the geologist, which I am anxious to remove. It 
has been said that they nurture infidel 
propensities. It has been alleged that geology, 
by referring the origin of the globe to a higher 
antiquity than is assigned to it by the writings of 
Moses, undermines our faith in the inspiration 
of the Bible … This is a false alarm. The writings 
of Moses do not fix the antiquity of the globe.”  

(Thomas Chalmers, Sermon at St Andrews 
University, 1804)  

B. B. Warfield 
“I do not think that there is any general 
statement in the Bible or any part of the 
account of creation, either as given in 
Genesis 1 and 2 or elsewhere alluded 
to, that need be opposed to evolution.” 

 

(Warfield, 1888, Princeton Seminary, 
author of The Inspiration and Authority 
of the Bible) 

J. I Packer 

“Biblical references to nature and history, so far 
from being ‘scientific’ in the modern technical 
sense, are simply declarations, naïve, 
phenomenal, and nontechnical, about God in 
relation to the world …[and] they are expressed 
in such concepts of nature as contemporary 
culture provided.”  

(Beyond the Battle for the Bible, Cornerstone 
Books, 1980)  

John Ortberg 
“I have seen too many young people in too many 
churches exposed to bad science, shoddy thinking, 
false claims, and the misguided idea (maybe well-
intended but misguided) that somebody was 
defending the Bible when what they were really 
defending was a wrong interpretation of the Bible. 
Then I've watched when very often those really 
bright young people go off and pursue education, go 
to college, begin to read, and discover they were 
misinformed. Then they think they have to choose 
between the Bible and truth. You don't.”     

(Pastor and author, Menlo Park Presbyterian Church) 

What issues in today’s lectures have resonated with 
you? 

What ideas have challenged you or changed your 
understanding? 

 


